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SOME PARTICULAR 


REMARKS, Ge. 


1 8 Liberty | is certainly one of the 
A greateſt Bleſſings, — Almighty can 
beſtow upon Mankind, ſo it is really 


Pity it ſhould ever degenerate into Licenti- 


ouſneſs; which would perhaps never be the 
Caſe, if People could but reflect that moſt 
Nations have loſt this invaluable Treaſure, by 
making too free with, and frequently a bad 
Uſe of it: But J hope this will never be our 
Lot, tho every Scribbler in the Nation 
ſhould continue to ſound the Trumpet of 
Sedition, Diſcord, and Confuſion, at every 
Bugbear that preſents itſelf to their dull 
Underſtanding. I dare ſay Nobody would 
think it worth while to take Notice of any 
of en, if, not only the Vulgar, but even 
N 1 B Nen 
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Men of very _ Senſe were not miſled 
by their fallacious Arguments, for want of 
being well acquainted with Affairs Abroad, 

and the Laws and Cuſtoms of other Nations ; 
it becomes therefore neceſſary to undeceive 
them, and reconcile their Mind, fo often 
troubled about Phantoms, or in other Words, 
about nothing. 

It is a Misfortune attending Mankind, that 
moſt Men are led away by Paſſions, Preju- 
dices, and too often by a e, Enthuſiaſm. 
| which even the beſt of Reaſons can hardly 
remove; and in ſhort, few will give them- 
ſelves the Trouble or Time to reflect about 
any Thing that diſagrees with their Fancies. 
We need not wonder then, that a pitiful 
Hanoverian Soldier has, by means of theſe 

| ſcribbling Trumpeters alarmed the whole 

Kingdom, almoſt to ſuch a Degree as if the 
French had actually landed on our Shores. 
Will not all the World think us out of our 

Senſes, for being ſo weak as to imagine our 
Conſtitution ſubverted, our Liberties in- 

vaded, and our Laws violated and trampled 

under Feet, becauſe we apprehend our- 

ſelves to. be deprived of the right of inflit- 

Ing Puniſhment for an Offence committed 

by an Hanoverian Soldier, againft a Subject 

of this Realm, when at the ſame Time we 

ſcorn to give ourſelves the Trouble of exa- 
mining whether (agreeable to the Laws of 

b we wave or can have any ſuch 
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Right. We ſeem to repoſe upon, and be 
perfectly ſatisfied with the Authority of 
ſcribbling Newſmongers, who (unable to 
make a proper Diſtinction between Indivi- 


duals and a large Corps of a foreign Army) 


tell us in general Terms that every Man who 
comes into this Country, muſt be abſolutely 


9 ſubjected to our Civil Laws: ſo far indeed 
they are in one Senſe very right; but we 
ſhould never loſe Sight of the Proverb, that 


there is no Rule without ſome Exception. 


Should they make no Difference between 


private Perſons coming into a Country upon 


their own Affairs, and of their own Accord, 


and a Corps of an Army called in by our 
own Deſire, and, which is more, on pur- 


3 poſe to protect 55 I ſhall not enter here 


into the Merits of our Neceſſity for them; 
that being at preſent not much to the Pur- 


F poſe ; I ſhall only ſhew that Scribblers in- 


ſtead of ſtating Affairs in a true Light, chooſe 


maliciouſly to inſinuate to the People, that 


we are quite undone, by ſuffering ourſelves 
to be impoſed upon by Mercenaries ; adding 

to it, with their uſual Prodigality of inſulting 
Epithets : : Should ſuch Vermin have the 
Liberty of committing Robberies and Mur- 
ders amongſt us, and we patiently ſubmit, 


and ſuffer them to perſiſt with Impunity ? 


This is their fine Way of reaſoning ! yet 
their Arguments (tho' all falſe) are greedily 
allowed down by the Multitude, and ap- 

| i pear, 
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| pear, at firſt Sight ſo very plauſible, that 
ſome People, even greatly attached to the 
t have trump'd up a Story (with- 
out the leaſt Foundation) that this was ſti- 


pulated in one of the Articles of Agreement 
or Convention between the Parties ; which 
gave room for the moſt ſanguine Anti-Cour- 


tiers to ſay, that even his M——y (and by 
Conſequence much leſs his Miniſters) had 


not the Power, nor were abſolutely intitled 


to make ſuch ſort of Treaties. 


The Publick- may indeed be very eaſy 


about this Particular, fince there was very 
little Occaſion to make a Treaty, which 


makes itſelf and has ſubſiſted already as long 
as Armies were ſet on Foot, and ever ſince 
the Law of Nations has been invented. But 
let us put this for a Moment out of the 


| Queſtion, and aſk theſe Scribblers, how any 
reaſonable Man can imagine that a large 


Corps of foreign Troops, for ever uſed to be 
independent of any Law but it's own, in 
whatever Country they march, either as 
Friends or Foes, ſhould at once conform 


' themſelves to a Novelty, quite unheard of, 
in any Part of Europe; and ſuch (as they 
think) fo offenſive to their Honour, and that 


of their Sovereign ? Can ſuch a Corps, I fay, 
be drawn into Compariſon with Individuals, 
and ſuch as come here for Protection? But 


Soeribblers will ſay, to juſtify their wrong 


W ay of r eaſoning : do not our Troops ſubmit 
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to our Civil Law? Very well; and ſurely, 
it would be very hard upon us, if we could 
not do with our own Men what we pleaſe ; 
but, muſt, or can, this be a Rule for ſuch 
as are the Property of other Princes ? 

But let us examine a little further the 
Fallacy of their Arguments, to ſupport this 
Right to which they pretend: In the firſt 
Place then, they alledge that theſe Troops 
are Mercenaries, which 1s abſolutely falſe, 
and 1s doing them the greateſt Injuſtice, In- 
jury, and Affront to call them ſo, becauſe 
they are really Auxiliaries, and conſequently 
ought to be juſtly and properly called by 
that Name. A Mercenary implies a Man 
greedy of Grain, hired on purpoſe and cor- 
rupted to do an ill Act; whereas an Auxi- 
liary (denoting by its Etymology, Helpful) 
is one that comes on purpoſe to aſſiſt you 
upon Occaſion, which is actually the Caſe 
of the Hanoverian and Heſſian Troops : At 
leaſt I may affirm it is upon this Account, 
and for this only Purpoſe, that the P———t 
(which undoubtedly repreſents the Nation) 
ſolicited, and begg'd his M- y to grant 
us this Favour; but if any body can prove 

the contrary, . and that theſe Troops have 
been called here upon any other Job, I will 
ſubmit to be in the wrong. Till then let us 
obſerve, that Auxiliaries, and indeed all 
Troops have their own particular Laws; 
Laws ever independent of thoſe of any Coun- 


try 
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try they are in. Attacking theſe Laws, is 
attacking their Honour, and the more ſo, 


becauſe in every Country but this, much 


greater Reſpect is ſnewn to the Military Law 
(1 don't pretend to ſay it is right) than to any 


Civil Law whatſoever, and indeed it is no 


wonder, becauſe moſt Governments are now 


become Military. It is therefore very un- 
likely, and not to be expected, that a Corps 


of ten or twelve thouſand Men, would be 
ſo civil and fo complaiſant, to allow another 


Nation, what they. would abſolutely refuſe, - 


their own with the greateſt Scorn, and Indig- 
nation. But this is not all: They would 
under ſuch Circumſtances even imagine they 
had ſacrificed their Maſter's Honour by ſuch 
(as they would call it) vile Condeſcenſion. 
We think indeed, and we have a juſt Reaſon 
to think ourſelves, as a free People, much 
ſuperiour to any other ; but this Logick will 


never go down, nor be underſtood by any 


other Nation, ſince it is well known that 
every Nation entertains as good an Opinion 
of themſelves, as ever we can have of our- 
ſelves: Nay we ſee even tbe moſt abject 
Slaves glory as much in their Chains, as 
ever we can doin our Libe "S712 


It is well known that every. Nation have 
their particular Way of thinking : We, now. 


and then may think wrong, when others 
think right, and we in our turn, think often 


mo when wo think wrong: But the 
I worſt 
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. is, that we do not always know when 
we are right or wrong, becauſe this Standard 
of right and wrong, is not eaſily determined, 
ſince we plainly ſee, that what is wrong in 
one Country may be quite right in another, 
and as no Nation, nor Men, will eaſily be 
erſuaded, or convinced to be in the wrong, 
the World is like to remain as it is; always 
differing in Opinion, in Principles, and in 
Cuſtoms. To explain theſe Differences, we 
ſhall only obſerve that a Merchant here, is 
juſtly called a Gentleman; now in any other 
Country but this, he is not; yet the Mer- 
chants Abroad eſteem themſelves every tittle 
as good as any Engliſh Merchant, and will 
be eſteemed equally ſo, by every other Na- 
tion but ours. To prove this, let us ſuppoſe 


a French, an Engliſh, a Dutch, and a Swediſb 


Merchaat, are 3 and recommended 
to a Dane, a German, or an [fahan Mes- 


chant, he that has the moſt Money or the 


greateſt Trade, will be the moſt eſteemed 


and reſpected, - without the leaſt Regard 


being had to the Country in which he was 
born. A Mayor of ſuch a ſmall Town as 
Maidſtone is reſpected in England: In Ger- 
many, a common Soldier might kick ſuch 
a Mayor, with Impunity ; yet this kicked 
Slave will think himſelf as good as the 
Engliſb Mayor. | 

Without 1 walting for a Reply here, I muſt 


confeſs this appears to me as well as to others 
> of 


of my Countrymen very unreaſonable; but 
then, we ought to conſider that our own 


Reaſons, are not the Reaſons of others; for, 


„ 


others, reſemble much that Gaſcon, who 


continually ſounded his own Praiſe, becauſe 
he found no body elſe would do it. But to 
return to our Purpoſe, here comes the 
Goliab of our Scribblers Arguments to ſup- 
port their falſe Way of reaſoning : Are not 


theſe Troops paid by us? or (in other 


Words) do they not receive our Money ? 
To this Queſtion, I ſhould be tempted to 
anſwer, like Harlequin in a Comedy: Yea, 
and no. In one Senſe (and according to 
our wrong Way of thinking) they do receive 
our Money; but in another Senſe (and 
agreeable to their right Way of thinking) 
they abſolutely do not. Theſe Troops being 


here only upon Command, juſt as our 


Guards are when going to the Tower of 


| Londen; they acknowledge and know none 


other Maſters but their Sovereign, whoſe 


Pay they receive, as they always did before 


they were commanded to come here; and 


- whether their Prince pays them with Engliſb 


Guineas, or German Ducats, it makes with 


them no Manner of Difference; neither is 


it their Buſineſs to know or ta inform them- 


ſelves, 


\ 
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ſelves, what Stipulations their Maſters have 
made on Account of their Uſe for our Ser- 
vice; and, upon mature Conſideration, can 
it be "reaſonably expected that German Prin- 
ces, ſhould without any Inducement what- 
YH ſoever, deprive themſelves of their own 


Troops at Home to ſerve us, and they, at 
the ſame Time, maintain them too into the 


Bargain? But eſpecially, can it be expected 


from the Heſians, who certainly can reap no 
Manner of Advantage by our American 
Quarrel? How then can People be ſo vain 


as to imagine thoſe Troops (particularly the 
laſt, for I dare ſay we would have pretended 
the ſame Right over them as over the Hano- 


verians) which were lent us only for a ſhort 


Time, and upon this particular emergent 
Z Occaſion, could be treated as our own Sub- 
jects, becauſe truly we give a valuable Con- 
Z fideration, for their temporal Service, as it is 
but too juſt and reaſonable we ſhould ? As 
this admits no Manner of Diſpute, and muſt 
be allow'd by every ſenſible and impartial 
Man; what Right have we to pretend, they 
1 ſhould like our own Troops conform them- 

ſelves to our Civil Law ? A Law, of which 
they are, as well as of our Und 0 en- 
# tirely ignorant. 


Beſides, is it not the moſt abſacd Paradox, 
that a Man ſhould be, at once, the Subject 
of two different Princes, or Potentates, who 


both ne * different Laws? Men that 
, "Th come 
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come here of their own Accord, are ſubject 
to our Laws only, and to no others; but 
the Heſſians and Hanoverians (tho' here in 
this Kingdom) are not only ſubjected to their 
own Prince's Laws, but their Lives are in 
the Hands of their Generals for the leaſt 
Diſobedience : But then (reply the Scrib- 
blers) why did they come here, if they will 
not ſubmit to our Laws? Altho' this Queſ- 
tion is ſo idle, and entirely out of the Pur- 
poſe, yet as it is in moſt People's Mouths, it 
mult not remain unanſwer' d, why then 
(anſwer thoſe Troops) did you call us here? 
We did not want to leave our own Country, 
to come amongſt you: Why did you not 
leave us at Home? But ſince you deſired us 
to come over, we will aſk you whether it was 
to protect you from an Invaſion, or whether 
you call'd us here on Purpoſe to diſhonour 
us, and our Sovereign? This is their Way 
of reaſoning. I let now every reaſonable 
and impartial Man judge, whether they are 
in the right, or in the wrong ; and whether 
there is no Difference to be made, between 
their coming here, or being call'd here at 
our own Solicitation ? Indeed I ain afraid all 
Europe will laugh at us, for pretending a 
Right over a large Corps of a foreign Army, 
when it is even denied us by the Law of 
Nations, over a ſingle Man, in the Cha- 
rater of the loweſt Miniſter. If then, petty 
Miniſters: (becauſe they only repreſent their 
Princes) 


/ 


EY 
Princes) are independent of any foreign 
Law, not only in Reſpect to their own Per- 
fons, but have it even in their Power to pro- 
tect others, by which the Courſe of our Civil 
Law is obſtructed ; how much more rea- 
ſonable and juſt muſt it be, that a large Corps 
of foreign Troops ſhould have the fame Pri- 
vilege, when they not only repreſent the 
Perſon of their Sovereign, but likewiſe that 
of their whole Nation : Is not this imply'd 
by their being diſtinguiſhed by the Names of 
Heſfians and Hanoverians ? 

It has been faid indeed, that there may be 
ſome Exceptions even with Reſpect to the 
Privileges of Miniſters ; and the Caſe of the 
Swediſh Envoy who was ſeized here, for 
plotting againſt his Majeſty King George the 
firſt, and againſt his Crown, was cited as an 
Inſtance, and this Crime is by the Law of 
the Land, deem'd the very blackeſt ; I will 
now aſk thoſe Wiſeacres, why the civil Law 
did not interfere and puniſh him according 
as that Law directs? The Reaſon is obvious, 
becauſe it was inconſiſtent with the Law of 
Nations. To carry further this Subject, 1 
will give an Inſtance of what paſſed in a Caſe 

of Murder, at Vienna, in the Year 1696, 
during the Reign of the Emperor Leopold. 

The then King of Portugal determined 
to ſend a moſt ſolemn Embaſſy to Vienna, to 
propoſe the Marriage of the Archdutcheſs 
ene Anne, the late Queen of Portugal, and 

C2 Mother 
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Mother to his preſant Portugueſe Majeſty; 
the Prince of Ligni (who was then the 
richeſt Subject in Portugal was pitched 
upon for that Purpoſe ; and indeed no Am- 
baſſador ever made a more magnificent Ap- 
pearance at his Entry : The Livery of the 
meaneſt of his Servants being valued at 100 
Moidores. This Prince having had a tri- 
fling Diſpute at gaming with a Nobleman 
nam'd Count Hallewel, the Ambaſſador, un- 
der the Cloak of Friendſhip, invited him to 
a hunting Match, and had him there aflaſſhi- * 
nated. The Count not returning, created 
a Suſpicion among his Relations, who ſoon 
after went with Blood-hounds to the Wood, 
call'd the Vienna Wood, where, after ſome 
Search, they found the Body but ſlightly in- 
terred. In ſhort, the Secret came out. The 
Count being univerſally beloved, and the 
Germans naturally deteſting treacherous Mur- 
ders, the Populace were ſo enraged at the 
Ambaſſador, that all the Authority and 
Power of his Imperial Majeſty, was ſcarce 
ſufficient to prevent this Miniſter's Deſtruc- 
tion. However, Orders were directly iſſued, 
on Pain of Death, not to touch his Perſon, 
but to ſuffer him to go unmoleſted out of 
Town; he therefore immediately retired, 
but inſtead of returning Home to receive 
from his Maſter the Puniſhment due to his 
Crime, he fled to Venice, where he lived 
an obſcure Life many Years on a private 
3 | Allowance 
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5 Allowance of about loo per Annum, from 


his Wife, who like all other Women Abroad, 


had her ſeparate and independent Fortune. 


This he chooſe, that he and his Family 


ſhould loſe, for ever, a Fortune of about 
60,000 Moidores a Year (which was confiſ- 


cated in Conſequence of his not appearing) 
rather than loſe his Head. This Gentleman 
I often ſaw and ſpoke to at Venice, many 
Years after this Scene. 

But to return to our Purpoſe, and demon- 


| ſtrate we are in the wrong, I will appeal to 


any of our Veteran Officers, who have ſerved 
Abroad in former Wars; whether only one 


ſingle Engliſo Regiment (when out of this 


Kingdom) would ſubmit to any other Law 
but their own; and whether they would 
have left in the Hands of any civil Magiſ- 


trate, tho' ever fo dignified (much leſs to a 


Mayor of a little pauitry Country Town like 


Maidſtone) an Enghſh Soldier unreclaim'd ? 


Suppoſing alſo, if any of our Troops were 
commanded in the Hanoverian or Heſhan 


Dominions, I let any body confider, how 


at our commanding General would reliſh 
. If the Civil Law of thoſe Countries, 

would preſume to meddle with any of his 
Soldiers, on Pretence of having that Privi- 
lege over their own. I cannot help taking 
Notice of a ſtrange Diſtinction made by one 
of our Newſmongers, between our Troops, 
and thoſe of other Princes, becauſe (ſaid he) 
when our Troops go Abroad, they. are al- 

ways 


14 ] — 
ways paid by us. What an admirable Piece 4 
of Wit this is! Juſt as if Flanders or Ger- J 


| many, ſhould take Notice or make any Dif- IB 
i ference between a Soldier paid with the 2 
Ul Money of his own Sovereign, or that of aux, 
g other Prince. What Stuff! I really believe 3 
[ „ ſuch Scribblers dream of nothing but Money: 3 
F Honour (which ought to be in ſome Mea- 3 
„ ſure the Deity of regular Troops) is to them, = 
1 it ſeems a mere Chimera, fit to be ſacrificed 2 
1 at all Times, to à little dirty Drofs; but in # 


p this, as in moſt other Things, t the ey are 9 
. greatly miſtaken, ſince it is well known, that ; 
the Generality of foreign Troops Abroad, 2 
ſerve more for Honour than Profit ; an In- 3 
| ſtance of which is, that the S2 Guards of "2 
þ His Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty, and thoſe in Hol 3 
1 land, who are not only in Pay, but even ac- 1 
1 tually in the Service of thoſe Powers, will be 2 
bl independent of any Law but their own, and A 
k would rather quit the Service, and return F 
4 Home, than depart from their Privileges. J 
| It happens indeed ſometimes, that Soldiers "# 
Abroad are deliver'd up by their own Corps 9 
; . to the civil Magiſtrate; but this is never 1 
g 8 done before the Soldier is degraded, and 
W only in Caſes of atrocious Crimes, as Mur- 7 
ll | ders and Incendiaries, and in Order that 


ſuch ſorts of Delinquents might be puniſhed, 
with more Severity by the Civil than the 
Martial Law, which laſt never uſes more 
Rigour, than that of hanging and ſhooting. 

: ; A 
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A Soldier may alſo fall into the Hands of 


the civil Magiſtrate for lefler Crimes, as for 


Example, ſuch as does diſhonour to the 


Corps (tho not quite of ſo black a Dye as to 


deſerve Death) as was the Caſe of Schroeder, 
the Hanoverian Soldier, who, after having 
been drum'd out of his Regiment, and 


ſtripped of his Regimentals, gave room to 


our Civil Law to take hold of him, and pu- 
niſh him in our own Way, juſt as we 

leaſed ; but no Corps of an Army will ever 
ſubmit to deliver up a Soldier, until (as I 
ſaid before) he is firſt degraded, nor until 
he is ſtripped of his Prince's Uniform : For 
theſe very Reaſons, no Perſon Abroad is per- 
mitted to appear in a Soldier's Dreſs, unleſs 
he has a Mind to be inliſted, which would 
certainly be his Fate, if he was catch'd in 
that Garb; and I think it very juſt, becauſe 
here (where our Policy is but, as every Body 


allows, very bad) almoſt every Villain who 


has a Mind to commit a bad Action, pro- 
cures himſelf Soldier's Accoutrements, the 
better to diſguiſe himſelf, and frighten thoſe 
whom he deſigns to attack, and intends to 
rob. 

But to reſume the Arguments about the 
Hanoverian Soldier, I wonder (and many 
other People do ſo too) why after all this 


| Noiſe about his being deliver'd up to his 


Corps, and afterwards drum'd out of his 


Regiment, he was not taken up again, and 


proſecuted 


7 16 n 


oſecuted according to dur Law ! But no; 


inſtead of that we find a witty Scribbler tell- 


ing us, the Soldier is going to ſue Mr. 


Harris, for not ſuffering himſelf to be pati- 

_ ently robbed by a Hanoverian Mercena 
What a charming Piece of Witticiſm this is 

Thus the Publick is impoſed upon by ſuch 


Writers, who under the ſacred Cloak of 


Patriotiſm, would (by repreſenting Flies as 
Elephants) make the unthinking Part of the 
Nucon believe-all the abſurd Stories they 
have a Mind to invent, and thus by their 
Noiſe” and Clamour, about a pityful Hano- 


verian common Soldier, have thrown the 


whole Nation into a Ferment. They have 


even induced ſuch as know no better, to ima- 


gine and believe thoſe foreign Troops were 
ſold to us, juſt as if they were a Parcel of 
Negroes, whom we can roaſt or broil as we 
pleaſe; becauſe we feed them. Nay ſome 
of our ſcribbling Newſmongers have had the 
Folly to appear very much out of Humour, 


and even angry, becauſe we did not fend. 


theſe Hanoverians and Heſſians to America, 
and keep our own Troops at Home. Would 
not their Spleen greatly increaſe, if they 


knew we had not even as much as a right to 


fend them to Ireland without their Prince's 
Conſent ? Yet one would ſcarce believe that 
thoſe ſeribbling State Reformers could be 
quite ſo ignorant, as not to know that theſe 
Troops were not our own, but only, at our 

own 
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own Solicitation (as I ſaid before) lend us 


dy their Sovereigns, to whom only they are 
Subjects, and conſequently no ways bound, 


but by their own Laws. Beſides, as they 


are Friends, there was no Danger of not 
obtaining full Satisfaction from their Com- 
manders, for any the leaſt Offence one of the 
Soldiers might have committed. But if it 
be allow'd to compare ſmall to great Things 
(as I have often ſeen Kingdoms compared to 

rivate Families) Iwill ſet in a clearer Light 
the Juſtice of their Right, and our illgrounded 
Pretenſion: To this Purpoſe, let us ſuppoſe 
two neighbouring independent Gentlemen 
(or Noblemen if you pleaſe) both intimate 
Friends, had each of them a great Number 
of Servants; and if one of thoſe Friends ſhould 
upon an emergent and particular Occaſion, 


be wanting and deſirous to borrow from the 


other a Dozen of ſuch Servants, and this 
Number being granted by his F riend, with 
a head Servant to keep them in Awe, and to 
their Duty; would it not be ridiculous to 

the higheſt Degree, if the Borrower 858830 
pretend that thoſe Servants ſhould be fett 
by their own Maſter? And would it not be 
ten Times more ridiculous, if in Caſe one of 
thoſe Servants had diſobey'd the Orders of. 
his own Maſter, by robbing one of his 


Friend's . Tenants, the borrowing Friend 


ſhould abſolutely pretend to. puniſh this of- 


kending Servant, peremptorily, and in his 
D on 


| TM 


own particular Way, as he would his own 


Servants, without demanding previouſly a 


ſuitable Reparation and Satisfaction from the 
Maſter? I aſk again, whether any Thing 


could be more abſurd, than the Borrower to 
pretend even to hinder the Maſter from 


puniſhing his own Servant, in his own Way, 
altho it plainly appears, he is the moſt of- 

fended, becauſe the Criminal at once offends 
his Perſon, his Laws, his Corps, and the 


Truſt for which he was employed; whereas 
his Friend is only offended in his Tenant ? 
It is to be hoped no Body can be ſo ſtupid, 


as to imagine an Hanoverian or an Hęſſian 


Soldier doth not offend his Prince, nor the 


Corps he belongs to, for robbing an Engliſb- 


man. The Puniſhment this Hanoverian 


Soldier underwent, is a ſufficient Evidence 
of the Contrary. Beſides, Military Laws 


Abroad, are more diſcretional than fixed; 
the expreſs Command of the General makes 
a Law, therefore we have Inſtances (and 
one very lately happen'd) where auxiliary 
Troops are ſo rigid, as to hang a Soldier 
directly, without any Formality of Trial, 
for ſtealing only a Cabbage or a Turnep, 
whereas had the Puniſhment of this Offence 
been left to the Diſcretion of the Proprietor, 
this laſt would have perhaps made a preſent 
of another Turnep to the Soldier, and ſent 
him about his Buſineſs, 


But 


[9 1 
But to convince the noiſy ſcribbling Tribe 
Kill better, that it is far from being a Rule 
without Exception ; that all thoſe who come 
into this Country, muſt be ſubject to it's 
Laws, we ſhall for Example Goon the 
Empreſs of Ryia, the Queen of Hungary, 
Sw-den, and Denmark combined together, 
had entered into an offenſive Alliance, and 
declared War againſt us, with an Intention 
to invade us; and we, to fave ourſelves, had 
alſo entered into a Convention, or defenſive 
Alliance if you pleaſe with France (a Thing 
not at all impoſſible, ſince it happen d no 
later than in WYolpole's Adminiſtration) by 
which we had agreed they ſhould ſend over 
25 or 3o thouſand Men to our Aſſiſtance, 
on certain Conditions, and a valuable Con- 
ſideration for ſuch Service; J will aſk any 
Man that has a Grain of Senſe, whether it 
would not appear the moſt ridiculous Abſur- 
dity to all the World, and whether they 
would not laugh at our blind Folly, if we 
ſhould pretend theſe Troops (with a proud 
and haughty Marſhal of Vance, or perhaps 
a Prince of the Blood at their Head to com- 
mand them) ſhould ſubject themſelves to 
our Civil Law ? Laws ſo different from thoſe 
of their own Country, where underling Ad- 
miniſtrators of Juſtice are diſregarded, and 
even deſpiſed to that Degree, that any Gen- 
tleman in Paris can come off with 50 Livres 
(which is a little above two Guineas) for 
D 2 Killing 
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killing a Bailiff who offers to arreſt Him, 
tho it be at Noon-day, and in the middle 
of the Streets, Indeed, I am highly afraid 
the Mayor of  Moidflone, would have had but 
a bad Time of it, if in ſuch a Caſe as that 
of Schroeder's, he had not been better in- 
formed of the Laws and Cuſtoms of Nations, 
and attempted to refuſe delivering up a Sol- 
dier to ſuch Generals, under Protext of act- 
ing to the beſt of his Knowledge, and the 
Cuſtom of his Country: I fay, I am afraid. 
ſuch Sort of Auxiliaries would have had 
very little Regard to his Plea of Ignorance, 

1 often heard Women talk of their fool- 
iſh Dreams, but could there be one more 
ſo, than if we ſhould imagine our Privileges 
and Liberties wounded, becauſe we ſhould 
not be able to bring the proud French Mar- 
ſhal to ſacrifice the Dignity of his Maſter, 
and his own Authority to a Mayor of Maid- 

ane: What Abſurdities ! Might we not as 
well ſay our Liberties are loſt, becauſe we 
cannot reach the Moon? For Heaven's Sake 
what Connection is there between our Li- 
berties and the Liberties of other Nations 
who come here to aſſiſt us? Indeed one 
ought to bluſh at ſuch an Abſurdity. FT 
After what I have ſaid, I hope it will be 
confeſſed, that it would be ridiculous we 
ſhould pretend to a Right of this Kind, from 
ſuch a Body of French Troops; and, pray 
then, why ſhould we claim it from other 
bovereigns ? : 


x 
buns. 
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> Rani. 
I may pe perhaps be anſwered here, accord- 
ing to Scribbler's Cuſtom (and very much to 


the Purpoſe indeed) that we had no Occa- 


ſion for thoſe Hanoverian and Heſſian Mer- 


cenaries; and that it is even ſhameful to 


have ſuffer d them to enter this Kingdom. 
To prove this, ſome of Mr. Cits Partiſan 
will aſſure us for a Certainty, that the French 
never form'd the Deſign, nor had a real In- 
tention to invade us: That marching a hun- 


dred thouſand Men to the Sea Coaſts, was 


but a Rhodomontade of theirs, and that they 
did it only to play their Game with more 
Facility elſewhere. Others (and to my great 
Surpriſe, Men apparently of good Senſe too) 
entertain'd ſo mean an Opinion of the Mon- 
fieurs, as to alledge that our Women in 
Kent, were more than ſufficient to expell a 
whole French Army out of the Land, with 
only Mops and Broomſticks. 

Theſe are the Battles fought by the Fire 
Side, where every conceited Engl ſuman can 
demoliſh three Frenchmen; and the Vulgar 
imbibing theſe fooliſh Notions, receive them 
as Truths; it is therefore no Wonder they 


bellow and bawl at the Miniſtry for intro- 


ducing foreign Troops into the Kingdom: 
Nay do they not even blame them for 
keeping Troops of our own? not conſider- 
ing, nor comprehending the Neceflity of 
having them, as I ſhall make appear here- 
after, But let us firſt examine the Argu- 

ments 
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ments of theſe profound ſcribbling Politi- 
cians and their Adherents, who ſay the 
French had no Intention to invade us: Are 
they all in the Secret of the Cabinet at Ver- 
failles? Unleſs they are, this can be at beſt, 
but gueſs Work; ſo that it is not impoſſible 
they may gueſs right, but very probable they 
may gueſs wrong; but it is an Abſurdity to 
etend a Certainty here, when it may be 
(and is not at all improbable) that the French 
King himſelf, nor his Miniſters did not 
know for certain, whether they ſhould put 
this Scheme in Execution or not ; becauſe it 
| depended more on our own particular Diſpo- 
' poſition and Motions, than on their fixed 
Reſolution to put it into Practice. This, I 
dare venture to ſay, that when the Project 
was formed at Verſailles, it was far from 
being with an unalterable Reſolution to un- 
dertake it at any Rate; therefore (as it now 
plainly appears) they formed at the ſame 
Time the Scheme of attacking the Iſle of 
Minorca, flattering themſelves that either 
one or the other of theſe Projects, could not 
miſs being crown'd with Succeſs, as the 
Event has verified to our Misfortune. People 
may ſay and argue as they pleafe, but I 
maintain, it is far from being improbable, 
that in Caſe we had left our Coaſts unpro- 
vided with Ships, and regular Forces, they 
would have attempted their projected In- 
valion. 8 Fa e 
N Have 
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Have we not had Examples enough of 
1 been invaded, and conquer d too, to 
cure ourſel ves of the Conceit of being invul- 
nerable and inacceſſible. Have not the 
Romans, the Danes, the Saxons, and the 
Normans, invaded and enſlaved us? Did 
not the laſt of theſe Conquerors govern us 
with more Severity, than ever any Eaſtern 
Monarch did his Slaves? Nay he ſeem'd 
even to have form'd the Scheme of trying 
upon us, how far the Power of Men could 
extend itſelf over other Men. But I confeſs 
Iam wrong to imitate thoſe Scribblers (who 
always appeal and refet themſelves to Anti- 
quity, to expoſe. the Errors of the preſent 


Times) ſince I need go back no further than 


the Year 1744, to prove how eaſily we may 


be invaded,. when we are not upon our 
Guard. The French, not only then pro- 
jected an Invaſion, but alſo were actually 
embark'd, and on the Road; and would 


certainly have perpetrated their Deſign, if, 


fortunately for us, the Weather had not 


ſerved them the ſame Trick, as it did to the 
Dake de Medina Cali, with his Invincible 


Spaniſo Armada, in the Year 1588. 


Thus much, for a poſſible Neceſſity of 
having ſometimes Recourſe to foreign Aid; 


and altho the foregoing Arguments are very 
cogent, and more than ſufficient to convince 


every reaſonable Man, yet J have omitted 


e the moſt material in Regard to the 
Hefians 


11 

Hzſtant and Hanoverians, which is, that 
upon the footing they are now in this King- 
dom, they are lud the ſame, as would 
be the Army of 30000 Trench, and no body 
can doubt, much leſs diſpute (except ſuch 
as the French call Tete à perruque) but that 
theſe laſt would certainly in the Caſe before 
mentioned, repreſent their King and Coun- 
try, and, as a Nation ſeparate from ours, 
would abide in Conſequence by their own 
Laws; and would have as much Reaſon to 
complain of our intermeddling with them, in 
Regard to their Subjects and Servants, as we 
ſhould, if they were to intermeddle with 
ours; of Courſe then there can be no Foun- 
dation for this unjuſt Pretenſion, eſpecially, 
fince it would be ridiculous to ſuppoſe we 
could obtain no Satisfaction from the beſt of 
Friends, when ſome of their unruly Servants 
offend us. 

What I have now ſaid (by which it ap- 
pears that we may be eaſily invaded, when 
not properly upon our Guard, in Times of 
Danger) ſeems indeed very much to argue 
in Favour of a Militia Bill ; but this Article 
being foreign to my Purpoſe, and having al- 
realy been debated by Men of Abilities, and 
our Legiſlators, I ſhall fay but little, tho' I 
could fay a eat deal to it: I will make but 
theſe few Remarks. Firft then, agreeing 
to the Act, I abſolutely maintain that it is 
moſt. important, and even to the utmoſt De- 

- gree 
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Degree neceſſary, there ſhould be at leaſt one 
third regular Troops to balance the Power. 
of an unruly Militia, who (like the Reſt of 
Mankind) for ever envious, jealous; and 


diſcontented, might, when nobody to op- 


poſe them, reduce the Kingdom at once 
into a perfect Anarchy: Therefore, the beſt 
Politicians have always held it for the wiſeſt 
Maxims, never to truſt Arms in the Hands 
of a giddy Multitude. 

Good or bad Meaſures can be but one 
and the ſame Thing to People who always 


judge by Conſequences, | becauſe incapable 


to form a proper Judgment of Affairs of 
State at Home, much leſs of them Abroad ; 

beſides, it ought to be obſerved alſo, that a 
Militia at preſent, is quite different than 
what it was 4 few Centuries paſt, when the 
Art of War conſiſted chietly in Courage. 
A good Militia then was almoſt, if not quite, 
equal with the beſt Regulars; but it is very 
different at preſent, when Stratagems take 
Place of Courage, and when the ſtricteſt 
Diſcipline of Veterans can ſcarce ſuffiee, where 
the moſt ſkilful Commander, and the beſt 
experienced Officers are wanting. The 
Pruſiaus in the laſt Battle in Bobemia, and 
in others fought by their King, ſufficiently 
ſhew, that neither. Number nor Covrage will 
always conquer : And pray what are Militia 
but infignificant Numbers? and admitting 
them for once as courageous as ever the 


E Pruſſ. A 
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Pruſſians can be, or the Auſtrians (for I make 
no Difference except in the Diſcipline) I 
would lay a Cockpit Wager, that a Corps 
perhaps leſs than 15 Thouſand French Vete- 
runs, would eaſily rout 70 or 80 Thouſand ' 
of our Militia, I have more than one ſub- ' 


ſtantial Reaſon to believe this; one is, that 


in the Eyes of People who never ſaw an 
Army, 15 Thouſand Men will appear ſix 
Times that Number. I was an Eye-Wit- 
neſs on a ſimilar Occaſion, of a Fact of this 
Nature. = 
On the 18th Day of May laſt (the Day *' 
War was declared againſt France) I hap- 
pened to be in a Room with nine other 
Gentlemen to ſee the Cavalcade : I had then 
the Curiofity to count all the Horſe-Grena- 
diers and Guards as they paſt by, and they 
amounted to 210, one or two more or leſs, *' 
and yet every Gentleman but one, would 
have laid almoſt any Wager, there were 
near 2000; hence 15000 Regulars, would: 
appear a far larger Number to Militia. I 
ſhall however willingly allow, that a Militia 
might be of great Service, when incorpo- 
rated upon Occaſion with Regulars ; but to 
imagine a Militia alone can be a Guard for 
this Country in Time of War (and ſuch a 
War as this) is highly ridiculous. It indeed 
might perhaps have done in Queen Eliza- 
beth's Reign, when Philip II. of Spain, had 

to the great Surpriſe of all Europe, made up 
EO 2 | a | 


. 
a Fleet conſiſting of only 19000 Men: A 
mighty Number indeed ! comparing to ſuch 
Armies as are now on Foot by our Enemies. 
Here we may very well ſay with the Proverb: 
Tempora mutantur. | 
Many People think exerciſing ſuch a 
Militia but once a Week in the Church Yard, 


would do our Buſineſs; let me tell them it 


would be only ſomewhat better than doing 
of nothing ; but we will ſuppoſe they could 
learn to handle their Arms a little better than 
a Broomſtick ; what Officers are they to 
have? Let us alſo ſuppoſe tolerable, nay 
even good ones (tho' that is very unlikely) 
what Obedience will they pay them, when 


they ſhall have no Mind to it ? A Tradeſman 
will no doubt think himſelf as good as an 


Officer; and at beſt the latter can exact nor 


expect but a voluntary Obedience from the 


Former; and what Confuſion would not 
this produce in Time of a warm and deſpe- 
rate Action on the Part of our Enemy? To 
this, I am almoſt ſure to be anſwered with 
Compariſons; and I dare ſay ſome of our 
Fire Side Rodomont, will quote, according 
to Cuſtom, the Bravery of the ancient Ro- 
mans, and compare to them our future Mi- 
litia ; but let me tell them to their Comfort, 
that perhaps even 100000 of theſe brave 


Romans (fighting as they did in thoſe Times) 


would ſcarce be now a Breakfaſt for 10000 


Pruſſians. | In ſhort, when People have 
. MS nothing 
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nothing elſe to offer for the Defence of their 
Country, but a courageous Breaſt for a But 
to their Enemies, they can do but very little 
| Good: Therefore, it is ridiculous to pretend 
we can be at all Times ſafe without a Num- 
ber of regular Troops, when our formidable 
Neighbours and Enemies, keep even in 
Times of profound Peace, numerous Ar- 


mies on Foot. It is equally ill judged, to 


jmagine that we can always ſtand our 
Ground, without Friends and Allies on the 
Continent: Such Alliances are ſometimes 
eſſentially neceſſary, in Order to divert from 
us the Arms of our Enemies. Perhaps Mr. 
Cit and his Admirers have taken it into their 
Heads, that were it not for Hanover, we 
ſhould have no Occaſion for any Aſſiſtance 
from Abroad, nor any Thing to do with the 
Continent. What abſurd and miſerable 
Doctrine! And pray was Hanover upon the 
Anvil when Queen Elizabeth, King William, 
and Queen Anne reigned ? Did not Elizabeth 
lend Money many Times to Henry IV. King 
of France, tho' ſhe could expect nothing 
from him but Ingratitude, as Experience 
had often taught her? Did ſhe not lend 
Money to the Dutch? and all this to prevent 
a Storm againſt her Country, which ſhe 
was far from thinking it invulnerable and 
inacceſſible. What the other two Princes 
did, is ſtill recent in our Memory. I would 
5 theſe mighty Politicians, whether any of 

thoſe 
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thoſe Princes (who always have been, and 
are juſtly to be reckoned the Glory of this 
Nation) would, in ſuch a perplexed Situa- 
tion, as this have omitted ſtrengthening the 
Hands of our preſent good Ally the King of 
Pruſſia? I ſay, would not every one of thoſe 
Princes, 08 his preſent Majeſty (after our 
formal Declaration of War) have demanded 
and expected Succours from her Majeſty 
the Queen of Hungary, and the States-Ge- 
neral, in Order to make a Diverſion on the 
Continent, that we might not ſingly have 
had the whole Power of France to encounter 
and guard againſt ? Moſt People enthuſiaſti- 
pk devoted to the Nonſenſe of our preach- 
ing Scribblers, have been taught to believe 
alſo that all this would have been needleſs, 
becauſe (ſay they) it was in the Power of our 
| y to ruin totally our Enemies Trade ; 
imagining i it would be impoſſible for them to 
ſubſiſt one Vear without it; and that we 
could likewiſe deſtroy their Marine when- 
ever we pleaſe ; but in this, as in moſt other 
Affairs they greatly miſtake ; for as to what 
regards their Trade, we cannot hinder other 
Nations to carry it on for them; but ſuppo- 
ſing for a Moment we could; does not all 
the World know that France, without little 
or no Trade, has not only ſubſiſted, but has 
been always victorious (tho' fingly at War 
with all the combined Powers of Europe) 
from the Year 1667, to 1704, in which 


laſt 
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laſt Year (fortunately for us and our Allies) 
the loſt the famous Battle of Blenbeim, and 
with it the Flower of her Troops, which 
{together with her being obliged to ſend 


into the Field, a great Number of Militia 


and raw Recruits, to oppoſe the molt ſkil- 


ful General Europe ever produced) was per- 


haps the Cauſe of her loſing all the ſubſe- 
quent Battles, until the Concluſion of the 
Peace of Utrecht; and yet in thoſe Times, 
Trade was far from being in a flouriſhing 
Condition in France, ſince it is notorious 
that Mr. Colbert (that great Miniſter) firſt 
promoted it, and perſuaded his Maſter Louis 


XIV. to give it all poſſible Encouragement. 


As to the deſtroying the Marine, I muſt 
remind you of the Nuremberg Proverb, 
which is, that you can hang no Man, un- 
lefs you have him in your Power: There. 


ſore it appears to me, that this is almoſt as 


difficult to be done, as it is eaſy for us to 
boaſt doing of it; except the ſcribbling 
Newſmongers, find out Ways and Means 
to ſet all their Ships on Fire in their own 
Ports, or force them to come out of their 
Harbours, whether they have a Mind to it, 
or not. But till this can be effected, we 


are likely to ſce their Marine increaſe every 
Year, in ſpite of our Teeth: However 
(thanks to Heaven) we have alſo the Liberty 
to increaſe ours in Proportion; by which 


means we ſhall always preſerve that Supe- 
Nority 
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riority over theirs, which is ſo neceſſary to 
maintain, and preſerve that Regard and 
Reſpect, which the greateſt Powers of 
Europe have hitherto paid the Britiſh 


Nation. 


| TT ſhall conclude with a hearty Wiſh, that 

the Affairs of Europe, and the Balance of 
Power might be once ſettled in a Manner, 
that we might never have any Occaſion to 
intermeddle with them, and much leſs want 
the Aſſiſtance of foreign Troops; but I 
ſhall never be convinced, that in Caſe one of 
the two Houſes, either of Auſtria or Bourbon, 
ſhould cruſh the other, we could always 
ſtand our Ground, and be ſafe from all In- 
vaſions with a Militia only. We all know 
the Ambition of Charles V. was as dangerous 
to the Liberties of Europe, as that of Louis 
XIV. and altho' I will not pretend to diſpute, 
but even agree, that we might have been 
very ſafe now, without foreign Troops, ye 
I maintain, that it 1s not impoſſible, but 
Chance might produce the Neceſſity of ſuch 
an Aſſiſtance; and therefore we oughtto 
uſe ſuch Troops as all other Potentates do 
on the like Occaſions. 


F T 


3 


4 *. 2 
— 


* 


0 


R 4 


TY ir +; 


4 k 
q 
A F 
—_ 


Ld a ud 


* &#* 


—ç 


2 4 


—ͤ— — ——ů— — 


DD CEC NE ˖7˖r—⁵§ttꝰĩ 
— , 7, ns ns rn ny - 
— — — — — — —ů uA — 


